
 

 

PLANNING NOTICE 

An application has been received for a Permit under s.57 of the Land Use 

Planning Approvals Act 1993: 

 

APPLICANT: Q Helm - PA\26\0177 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1/47 William Street WESTBURY  

(CT: 169347/1) 

DEVELOPMENT: Change of use to Dwelling - attenuation 

area. 
 

 

The application can be inspected until Tuesday, 10 February 2026, at 

www.meander.tas.gov.au or at the Council Office, 26 Lyall Street, Westbury (during 

normal office hours). 

 

Written representations may be made during this time addressed to the General 

Manager, PO Box 102, Westbury 7303, or by email to planning@mvc.tas.gov.au.  

Please include a contact phone number. Please note any representations lodged will 

be available for public viewing. 

 

If you have any questions about this application please do not hesitate to contact 

Council’s Planning Department on 6393 5320.  

 

Dated at Westbury on 24 January 2026. 

 

Jonathan Harmey 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

















14 January 2026

26 Lyall St, Westbury TAS 7303

1/47 William St, Use Change

Dear Meander Valley Council,

This Application seeks a change of use for 1/47 William Street to a residential use. 

The following outlines responses to relevant parts of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme and 
points not considered by the planning scheme.

This change of use is of a nature that encourages the restoration, conservation and future 
maintenance of the site as outlined in 7.4.2, an occupied building will be maintained having 
regard to leaks and other general concerns by nature of having a caretaker. An unoccupied 
building does not share this benefit. 

As regards 12.1 This use will contribute to the mix of uses included in the streetscape, ideally 
this building would pursue a mixed use case in which it would be used for selling goods as well 
as being a residence. It has been advised that the council does not recognise this as a viable 
option. For the sake of timeliness and simplicity it will be just a residence. 

See site plan attached showing space attributed for two vehicles. As required by Table C2.1.

The new sensitive use in regards to C9.5.2  is at a distance further away from the existing than 
other new sensitive uses, especially in regard to 8 Lyall St. It can be inferred that the new use 
wouldn’t impact the existing use either based on precedent.

Further to this the existing use would not have been an Acceptable solution A1 in section 
C9.5.1, as such, it is already deemed to have met performance criteria P1 of C9.5.1. A 
performance requirement that states that the existing does not cause “unreasonable impacts on 
land within the relevant attenuation area that is in the General Residential Zone, Inner  
Residential Zone, Low Density Residential Zone, Rural Living Zone A, Rural Living Zone B, 
Village Zone or Urban Mixed Use Zone, having regard to (i-vii).” The existing site in question sits 
in the middle of a Village Zone. It is assumed that the way that a new sensitive use would 
restrict an existing use is through an introduction of health or safety risks to the sensitive use, of 
which the existing is already proved to have not caused.

Beyond the formal requirements of the regulatory process, there are important social and 
community considerations relevant to a council committed to fostering a vibrant and resilient 
village environment.

Prior to the arrival of the current residents, the building had remained vacant and unattended for 
at least two years. During that period it deteriorated significantly and would likely have 
continued to do so without intervention. Upon taking up residence, the occupants undertook 
substantial cleanup and ongoing maintenance, preventing further degradation and overgrowth. 
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Their stewardship highlights the essential role of active caretakers in preserving the built 
environment and avoiding the blight that often accompanies long-term vacancy.

The residents themselves contribute meaningfully to the social and economic life of the village. 
A chef and a systems engineer, they are skilled, engaged, and community-minded individuals 
who participate visibly in local life. They operate a food stall at the farmers’ market, interact daily 
with residents and visitors, and are employed in local Westbury businesses. Their presence 
adds warmth, continuity, and human scale to the village streetscape—qualities that are 
fundamental to a thriving village culture.

Villages flourish through inhabitation, activity, and everyday social exchange. Encouraging 
people to live and work within the village core supports local businesses, informal social 
networks, and public safety through passive surveillance and care. Conversely, policies that 
prioritise technical compliance over lived outcomes risk discouraging precisely the forms of 
occupancy and engagement that make villages viable. Excessive reliance on restrictive 
paperwork and fees can unintentionally create barriers to community vitality rather than 
protecting it.

In this context, the continued presence of these residents represents not a problem to be 
remedied, but a tangible example of how lived-in spaces, active stewardship, and socially 
engaged residents contribute to the long-term health and character of a village.

We hope this has provided sufficient reasoning to demonstrate that this is an appropriate use 
case for this site.

Yours faithfully,
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Quade Helm,

Graduate Architect

B. Arch, M.Arch

Warren French Architect,

 and the ValleyWorkshop Team
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